SOUTHEAST ASIA AND THE PACIFIC RIM

After World War 11, Europe hoped to regain its colonies in Southeast Asia. However, the colonies wanted to be free. Whether freedom came easily or after years of war, the newly freed lands had problems. They had little practice with self‑rule. Regional and ethnic groups fought bitterly. Modernization proved difficult.


1946 began a thirty‑year period of war in Vietnam, a French colony. The struggle became a major Cold War conflict. In 1954, communist fighters forced out the French. The nation split into the communist North and the non‑communist South. To stop a Communist invasion of the South, the United States sent aid, and then troops. The Soviet Union and China aided the North. Some Americans protested the United States role in Vietnam. In 1973, United States troops began pulling out. In 1975, the Communists reunited Vietnam. They later came to control Laos and Cambodia.


Asian countries in the Pacific Rim, or countries bordering on the Pacific Ocean, became an important market in the world economy. The whole region profited from the busy ocean trade routes on which they are located. Foreign investors brought in money. In 1967, six lands, Singapore, Malaysia, Thailand, the Philippines, Indonesia, and Brunei, formed the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) to increase prosperity and improve self‑reliance.

GRAPHIC SUMMARY: Self‑rule for Southeast Asia
Philippines

• 1946‑independence from the United States

• Political corruption and unrest

• 1986‑Democratic elections

Myanmar (formerly Burma) ‑~

• 1948‑Independence from Britain

• 1989‑Renamed Myanmar

• 1990‑Military refuses to give up power after election

Indonesia

• 1949‑Independence from the Netherlands

• 1965‑Military defeat of communist revolt

• 1990‑Improved standard of

living through economic reform)

INDEPENDENCE IN SOUTHEAST ASIA
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Independence brought unrest to these Southeast Asian nations.

REVIEW QUESTIONS
1. Why did the United States become

2. Diagram Skills Name three

involved in the war between North 


nations that lost their holds in

and South Vietnam?




Southeast Asia after World War II

Vietnam

• 1954‑Independence from France; division of North and South Vietnam

• 1957‑Communist invasion of South Vietnam

• 1975‑Reunification of Vietnam by Communists

