Summary Sheet

The Waiting Years by Fumiko Enchi

(Enchi, Fumiko. The Waiting Years. Translated by John Bester. Kodansha International: 2002.)
The novel The Waiting Years by Fumiko Enchi tells the tale of a young wife, Tomo, who is highly respected for her bearing and grace. Tomo is compelled to follow all of her husband’s orders, including those to satisfy his penchant for young girls. She must supply her husband with women even after he no longer loves her. Working within a highly structured social order, Tomo attempts to amend all the women who fall prey to her husband and attend to the moral decline of her household as a result of her husband’s lust. The reader is left with a devastating impression of women’s lives, limits in society, and losses in life.

The Doctor’s Wife by Sawako Ariyoshi

(Ariyoshi, Sawako. The Doctor’s Wife. Translated by Ann S. Kostant and Wakako Hironaka. Kodansha International: 1992.)
The Doctor’s Wife by Sawako Ariyoshi turns into fiction the true story of Hanaoka Seishu, the first Japanese doctor to develop anesthesia that allowed him to operate on women with breast cancer. While on the surface it appears that this story is about a great medical advancement and respect for women’s health, the author shows us the darker and crueler side of the story by depicting the strained relationship between the doctor’s mother and wife.  The symbolic domestic battle between mother-in-law and daughter-in-law lasts for life. This novel illustrates the commonly held belief in Japanese culture that when a woman gets married, she is at the mercy of her mother-in-law, and both women must constantly vie for the attention of the male figures in the household. In addition, we again see that the lives of women are beyond the comprehension of their male relatives and spouses. As a result of the private battle waged in the novel, the mother and wife use their very bodies as testing grounds for the doctor’s experiments. In the end, his wife Kae loses her eyesight.

