Group Worksheet

Directions: In groups of three or four, read the following quotes and analyze them. In the space provided, explain what you think each quote tells us about the treatment of Japanese women.

“Yet since to serve her husband was the creed around which her life revolved, to rebel against his outrages would have been to destroy herself as well; besides, there was the love that was still stronger than that creed.”

The Waiting Years (28)


“Could it be that a woman married to a man of great worldly ambition herself developed talents beyond the imagination of men such as himself?”

The Waiting Years (33)


“She lived in an unswerving allegiance to the feudal code of feminine morality and to take as her ideal the chaste wife who grudged no sacrifice for her husband and family.”

The Waiting Years (52)


“He had never experienced a sense of humble reverence for any woman other than his mother who had given him birth…”

The Waiting Years (169)


“Her grandmother used to tell her that the harder one struggled, the more constricting the knot became. So, in samurai fashion, Kae methodically fixed her legs…”

The Doctor’s Wife (123)


“Every family winds up struggling with the same problems as the generation before. Why does a woman bother to dress up for her wedding in a gorgeous bridal kimono? By the next morning, it will vanish in smoke anyway.”

The Doctor’s Wife (162)


“If you stand directly in front of Seishu’s tomb, the two behind him, those of Kae and Ostugi, are completely obscured.”

The Doctor’s Wife (174)


“Don’t you think men are incredible? It seems … that an intelligent person like my brother … would have noticed the friction between you and Mother … But throughout he pretended he didn’t see anything … which resulted in both you and Mother drinking the medicine … I think this sort of tension between females is to the advantage of every male. And I doubt that any mean would volunteer to mediate in their struggles. He would probably be considered weak if he did …”

The Doctor’s Wife (164)
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