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Officials in the Hunan Province have given many peasant couples a hard lesson in “family planning” by seizing their means to feed and shelter their children.

In villages near Changsha and Xiangtan, local Communist Party cadres and family-planning officials have expropriated the property of many peasants who refuse to pay the fine for having more than two children.

The ousters apparently enforce a March 10 “emergency circular” ordering Hunan officials within one month to “take forceful measures to strictly out an end to all illegal bearing of more than one child across the providence,” Hunan radio reported.  The March 13 official broadcast did not define what constitute “forceful measures.”

As village cadres evict large families, provincial officials turn the other way, believing the method effectively discourages births outside “the plan,” says a retired Changsha official on condition of anonymity.

Hunan has had one of China’s most prolific populations in the last several years, according to official statistics.

However, an official handbook on family planning published in February and now distributed throughout Hunan gives local officials wide discretion in punishing couples that defy the one-child policy.

Among its 46 guidelines, the book outlines a minimum fine of 2,000 yuan ($424) for families who have a child without official approval.  Families with an annual income exceeding 2,000 yuan must pay a fine equal to one-and-a-half times their annual income.

The handbook fails to describe the penalties for families that don’t pay, saying vaguely “the fine must be paid or the violator will suffer the consequences.”

Liu Aihua, deputy director of the Hunan Family Planning Commission, denied that officials use coercive measures.

“It may be that village leaders are responsible for such acts based on their own decisions, but the national government does not allow such practices,” says Shen Guoxiang, director of the State Family Planning Commission’s department of publicity and education.

The police evicted Zhou De, his wife, and four children from their small, tile-roof home on the Western outskirts of Xiangtan on April 17.  IN lieu of the fine they took away Mr. Zhou’s furniture and other possessions before shuttering the mud-and-brick house and sealing the front door with a long strip of white paper, say several of Zhou’s former neighbors.

The Zhous, whose names have been changed to protect their former neighbors, also gave up a small paddy with bright green rice seedlings and bordered by yellow flowers of rapeseed.  One of several evicted families form the Xiangtan area, they went to stay with relatives in a distant village, say their former neighbors.

“The officials don’t care what happens to them,” a neighbor says, declining to give his name.

“If the local officials want to enforce the family planning regulations, they can do whatever they want,” he says.

Other dispossessed peasant families have joined China’s estimated 50 million migrants for a life on the road.  They include thousands of “extra-birth guerrillas,” or couples who flees the population restrictions in their native villages.

“Many couples in Hunan would die to make sure they can have a large family and carry on the family tradition,” says a university student in Changsha on condition of anonymity.

Officials usually take away farm tools, furniture and other property as a warning before dispossessing large families of land and hones, according to 20 natives of the provincial capital of Changsha and neighboring towns.

Sometimes the officials tear down the houses and redistribute the land for farming.  Usually, they allot or sell the expropriated houses to other peasants, the people say on the condition of anonymity.

“Local officials have been seizing peasant’s homes for decades, usually for taxes or debts.  Now they are evicting families who don’t pay the fines for unplanned births,” says an old woman in Lituo, a village five miles southeast of Changsha.

At least three families in Lituo have been ousted, says the woman and other villagers on condition of anonymity.

