Reading Questions

Task:  In your group, read the introduction as well as the segment assigned to you and answer the corresponding questions in writing. Be prepared to share your responses with the class. 

I. The Naxi Ethnic Minority – Introduction

1. How many Naxi are there and where do they live? Locate the provinces on a map of China.

2. How do geography and climate affect the Naxi?

3. Why is agriculture the main occupation of the Naxi?

4. What is unique about the Naxi language?

II. History

1. Who were the forefathers of the Naxi?

2. Between the early 10th and 13th centuries, what changes occurred in the Lijiang area?

3. What important changes occurred during the reign of each of the following dynasties:

Yuan (1206-1368)

Ming (1368-1644)

Qing  (1644-1911)

III. Art and Literature

1. Why do scholars study the Dongba Scriptures?

2. Describe Naxi singing and dancing.

3. Describe Naxi architecture, sculpture and painting.

IV. Religion, Customs and Habits

1.   What is the Dongba religion?

2. Describe Naxi dress.

3. Describe each of the following Naxi practices:

· funeral practices;

· family life;

· matriarchal family structure.

V. Social Economy

1. Until 1949, Naxi communities lived in a manorial economy of the feudal system. What was the social structure of that system?

2. Since landlords and rich peasants accounted for 10% of the population, but owned 60% to 70% of the land, what problems did that create?

3. Why did some Naxi become millionaires during the “War of Resistance” against Japan?

4. What handicraft industry is present in Lijiang? Do Naxi from other areas have this handicraft industry as well?

