Homework Assignment

Task: Select five of the following proverbs that you feel are the most indicative of the Naxi culture. Explain their meaning and what their reveal about the culture.

1. No obstacles can stop a fine horse.

2. It is better to lose a father who is a king than a mother who is a beggar.

3. Toads should not aspire to consume the flesh of a swan.

4. It is not permitted to throw nasal discharge into the river.

5. It’s God’s blessing that old trees still have leaves.

6. The food of others is delicious, but sleep at home is the sweetest.

7. People fear old age so they raise children early.

8. A blunt knife may be sharpened on a stone. A foolish man can learn from society.

9. If you have plenty of grain, you can do anything.

10. When a white deer takes a wrong way, she may encounter a tiger.

11. Keep sweetness in the mouth and hide bitterness in the heart.

12. When you pay the debt of ghosts, you will live long and when you pay the debts to people, you will sleep well.

13. Chiefs and elders unite to wipe out misfortunes. Priests and diviners unite to keep ghosts away.

14. You may see the great river, but you still have no water to make tea.

15. People like sharp knives, but hate sharp women.

16. A buffalo makes his own dung heap and sings his own praises.

