Chinese Painting

Lesson:  This lesson seeks to address the technical, spiritual at time poetic nature of Chinese painting.  Students will become adept at identifying the qualities of Chinese art that reflect cultural values.

Procedure:

· Students will view the Encyclopedia Britannica's visual art program entitled Art and Chi. (Even though somewhat dated, it is preferable to use the filmstrip and audio tape version of this program since it allows one to pause and discuss each of the works of art.)

· This program reflects the 10 items identified in the Art as Artifact handout. 

· It presents the concept of Chi and identifies the way that each artistic modality incorporates this universal concept. 

· After viewing and discussing this presentation, we will view two 10 minute video presentations: 

1. a western art teacher discusses Chinese landscape painting 

2. Master Wang, a master of Chinese calligraphy discusses the use of chi in his work and in his life.  Master Wang's presentation is a small segment of Bill Moyers PBS presentation Healing and the Mind. The first hour of this three-hour series of programs is devoted to Chinese healing with specific emphasis on what we Westerners can gain from understanding the Chinese philosophy of Taoism and the use of Chi

· Students read the three-page section that focuses on Master Wang for discussion and reaction.
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